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fllinois Department of Transportation
Divisian of Highways / District 4

401 Main Street / Peoria, lllinois / 61602-1111

Telephone 309/671-3333

 September 22, 1999

STUDIES & PLANS - PHASE |
FAP Route 315 (IL 336) & FAP Route 310 (U.S. 67)
Macomb Area Study

McDonough County R E C E ' VE D

Job No. P-94-152-91

Catalog No. 031483-00P SEP 27 1999
Ms. Cheryl Douglas - PARSONS gpy
529 N. Randolph St. CHtCAé‘g.K:f.RHaFF

Macomb, IL 61455
Dear Ms. Douglas:

Thank you for your May 2, 1999 and June 8, 1999 letters regarding the Macomb Bypass
Study. A copy of your letters are included with this response. Thank you also for the copy
of the plat of your property. This information is very helpful to the Department in keeping
track of property owners and parcels. As you indicated, the proposed bypass presented at
the April 28, 1999 public informational meeting at Edison School showed the bypass as
impacting your property. Property severances, the impact on property use, agricultural
impacts, access, along with environmental and engineering impacts are all factors which are
considered in analyzing and determining a proposed alignment location.

Based on input from you and others, the Department is studying in detail an alignment shift
of approximately 400 feet to the west in the vicinity of your property. This western
alignment alternate would not impact your property. A western shift of the alignment further
west is not desirable due to the location of Spring Creek and heavily wooded areas to the
west.

In your June 8, 1999 letter you expressed concem regarding a westemn alignment altemate
and its impacts to Randy Downey's property, particularly his house. Thank you for your

alignment suggestion in your letter. You asked the Department to study an alignment

alternate which crosses a large field between your property and the Downey property while
also reducing impacts to John Corson’s property, particularly his sheep pasture. An
alignment of this nature, you felt, would save the Downey residence and Corson’s sheep
operation. The Department is analyzing alignment in the area you have expressed concern
and is cvaluating overall impacts to determine a preferred location.

In the past you have expressed concern regarding the close proximity of the bypass to your
house and buildings and related devaluation of your property. In addition to consideration of
shifting the bypass alignment approximately 400 feet to the west, the Department is studying
Jowering the proposed bypass profile in the vicinity of Adams St. and further north. A lower
bypass profilc places the alignment in a “cut” section, which attempts to minimize visual and
noise impacts for your proposed residence and other residents along Adams St and CH 14
(900E). A detailed noise study is currently underway to determine noise levels as a result of
proposed highway improvements.
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* The Department will present the recommended alignment, profile, and associated impacts at '_

a public hearing tentatively scheduled.in 2000. The public hearing will be used by the
Department to receive further public input on the refined alignment location. As you

requested in your May 2, 1999 letter, a black and white copy of the exhibits used at the April -

28, 1999 public informational meeting is included with this fetter.

Thank you for your interest in the Macomb Bypass. If you have further comments or .
questions, please contact Paul Heeg at (309)671-3462 or Tom Lacy at (309)671-3453,

Very truly yours,

Joseph E. Crowe
District Engineer

By: Rogbf Rocke R
Acting Program Development Engineer

PHAg/s\mgr2wi dstd&nins: 49\, \ohl0043.doc
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cc:  Project File (P. Heeg)
Parsons Brinckerhoff (Attn: Mark Henderson)

| Wiﬂﬂ Illinois

Western

University ’ BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Wacitarver Hatt 316
L ESvERsiTY Cracls
Macomg, IL 61455-1390

4\0\)/2‘)8-14()8

May.6, 1999

Hliinois Department of Transportation
Division of Highways/District 4

D. E. Risinger, District Engineer

401 Main Street

Peoria, lllinois 616502-1111

Dear District Engineer Risinger:
Comments on the proposed Macomb Bypass:

| attended the Macomb Area Study - Public Meeting held on April 28, 1999 in Macomb.
While'i was talking to your environmental specialist, she asked that | send information on
endangered and threatened species that occur in or near the study corridor. At this time |
am aware of the following:

Bobcats

| saw a bobcat cross road 1350N just west of Spring Creek immediately west of the
study corridor. The sighting was in February of this year. When this was mentioned to
one of my neighbors {Dave McDaniel, 170 Flint Rd., Macomb) who lives near this location
and spends a lot of time at the Macomb Speedway, he indicated that he has baen seeing
bobeats in that area for the past three years and their tracks have been seen at the
Speedway. | have heard of other reports that signs and sounds have been reported at
Argyle State Park. It seems plausible that the home range for these animals extends from
the Spring Creek watershed west through the Flint Hills Subdivision to Argyle State Park.

Brown Creepet

| live approximately 3000 ft. west of the recommended alignment in the Flint Hills
Subdivision. Over the past 18 years my wife and | have sean brown creepers on”
numerous occasions in our yard and other locations in the Flint Hills Subdivision. While |
have not seen an actual nest in the area, the number of sightings would warrant a detailed
study.

Recently | have been told by Dr. Edwin Franks, who manages the local bird count, that
IDOT is considering the possibility of moving the road alignment farther west than
presented at the public meeting to avoid environmentally sensitive areas. It is my opinion
that the habitat to the west is of greater value since it is habitat for the bobcat and
possibly other endangered species. This area has wildlife corridors that fink it to Argyle
State Park which enhance its environmental value and the possibilities for listed species.
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impact on environmentatly sensitive areas and local neighborhoods.

Sincerely yours,

Wbt ) D,

Robert V. Gessnar, Ph.D.
Professor of Biological Sciences

- September 17, 1999

lue in helping you select the corridor that has the least * -
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401 Main Street / Peoria, lilincis / 61602-1111
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Telephone 309/671-3333

STUDIES & PLANS - PHASE I PARSONS BRINCKERHUFF
FAP Route 315 (IL 336) & FAP Route 310 (U.S. 67) CHICAGO, IL
Macomb Area Study

McDonough County

Job No. P-94-152-91

Catalog No. 031483-00P

Dr. Robert V. Gessner, Ph. D.
Professor of Biological Sciences
Waggoner Hall 316

1 University Circle

Macomb, IL 61455-1390

Dear Dr. Gessner:

Thank you for your May 6, 1999 letter regarding the Macomb Bypass Study. A copy of
your letter is included with this response. Thank you also for providing information on
endangered and threatened species in the study area. Environmental impacts; including the
impacts on species, property severances, the impact on property use, agricultural impacts,
access, and engincering impacts are all factors which are considered in analyzing and
determining a proposed alignment location. :

Based on further study by the Department and on comments received since the April 28
mecting, the Department is studying a westward alignment shift of up to 500 feet in the area
between the Lamoire River and CH 14. This western alignment alternate attempts to
minimize impacts to bird habitats and wetlands north of the river. The particular bird
habitats affected include the brown creeper, henslow’s sparrow, and loggerhead shrike. The
impact to these bird habitats and others are being addressed in the Department's
environmental impact statement for the Macomb Bypass study. The western alignment
under study is located on the west side of the bird habitats as opposed to more directly
through them, as was presented at the April 28 meeting. A western alignment shift also
reduces the impact of property severances for the property owners north of Adams St. and
increases the distance of the bypass from residents along 900E. You stated in your letter
that you did not recommend a western alignment shift because of impacts to the bobcat

. habitat, Flint Hills Subdivision, and Flint Rd.. As you indicated, locating the alignment

further west is not desirable due to the location of Spring Creek, residential areas, and
heavily wooded areas to the west.  The 'Department is not currently studying moving the
alignment.in the vicinity of Flint Hills. The western alignment currently under study is
located approximately: 1000 feet east of Flint Rd. near the race track.

The Department is also studying in detail dropping NW-3 as the preferred aligniment in. favor
of NW-2. The NW-2 alig minimizes impacs to the wooded area north of CH-14. -
This wooded area is a continuation of the woodland around Spring Lake. The NW-2
alignment follows the edge of the wooded area and does not cause the woodland
fragmentation that occurs with NW-3,
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One of the Department’s landscape architects is currently studying the native plants and
trees within the project limits and will be working on a plan for tree replacement and native
plantings. Where possible, the Department is studying purchasing land and extending
existing wooded areas, such as the area north of CH 14, to expand the natural habitat of

impacted wildlife. If you would like to provide input on this subject, please write or contact -

Paula Green, District Environmental Coordinator, at (309)671-3478.

Based on your comments, the Department is investigating the area further to determine the -
potential impacts of the proposed bypass to the bobcat habitat. Based on the Department's
knowledge, the bobcat favors creek or river valleys and wooded areas. The proposed
structure over the east fork of the LaMoine River in the northwest quadraat will provide area
for wildlife to pass underneath undisturbed by traffic. Numerous culverts in the northwest .
quadrant will also provide passages for wildlife to use. .

In the vicinity of CH 14, the bypass profile is proposed to be elevated as it crosses CH 14.
Placing the bypass over CH 14 is another attempt to minimize the disturbance to wildlife,

In addition to studying a western alignment shift of up to 500 feet to the west, the
Department is studying lowering the proposed bypass profile north of Adams St.. A lower
bypass profile places the alignment in a “cut™ section, which attempts to minimize visual and
noise impacts for the residents along 900E and in Flint Hills. A detailed noise study is
currently underway.

The Department will present the recommended alignment, profile, and associated impacts,
including impacts to the bobcat and brown creeper, at a public hearing tentatively scheduled
in 2000. The public hearing will be used by the Department to receive further public input
on the refined alignment location.

Thank you for your interest in the Macomb Bypass Study and additional information on
wildlife habitats, If you have further comments or questions, please contact Paul Heeg at
(309)671-3462 or Tom Lacy at (309)671-3453.

Very truly yours,

Joseph E. Crowe
District Engineer

A2

By: Roger Rocke
Acting Program Development Engineer
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cc: ' Project File (P. Heeg)
Parsons Brinckerhoff (Attn: Mark Henderson)
T. Lacy
P. Green

W e want your comments an the proposed Macomb Bypass.

We encourage you to make your views a part of the official record.
Written received within 10 days of this meeting will be included in
the official record and will teceive equal consideration along with the
statements received at this meeting. : S )
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MACOMB AREA STUDY - PUBLIC MEETING - APRIL 28, 1999

W elcome to the drop-in session for the Macomb
Bypass Study.
This session is being held so that the Illinois Department
of Transpanauon can present the most recent
m.formauon about the Macomb.
Bypass project and hear your
questions and comments,

The ting is conducted inan
open house format. The
exhibits show the remaining
possible alignments for a four-
lane freeway in the Northwest
and Northeast corridors. Please .
review the exhibits and discuss
the project with the

R " W Wi H}\'V-)("‘ representatives present. ‘\l J 2"!7\ /p a.l'L61602-llll
\A s belng e edi q \ITHV/ Thc ncx?:ep-

Two in the Northwest - NW-2 and NW-3,
Twao in the Northeast - NE-9 and NE-9R. “W\‘LQY

Two at US 136 East - NE-1 and NE-3, a)'t{,we\' M

The “No Action™ Alternative.
H—_—/

"o Illinois Department of

¢ want to hear from you.
Please feel free to ask questions and express your
opinions. Your input is important. 2
There are several ways you may.
comment on the project:

Transportation personnel and
their consultants are present to
answer your questions and receive your commcnts
«  On the back of this handout is a comment form
which you may fill out tonight and drop in the
comment box.
« Mail your comments to:
Hlinois Department of Transportation
D. E. Risinger, District Engineer
401 Main Street

Ip v ”li/!J 2Ry .
and respond to ts received,

Finalize alignment selection.
Present the preferred alternate at the next public

Pﬂf}\ £ 1 Dol ,i’f’*f;'

€0L-v

~ NE9

L-NwW-2/3"

;
3

‘.US 136

== RECOMMENDED ALIGNMENT
O PROPOSED INTERCHANGE

smm PREFERRED BUT STILL
UNDER STUDY
—— STUDY CORRIDOR

llinois Department of Transportation

Division of Highways / District 4
401 Main Street / Peoria, Hlinois / 61602-1111
Telephone 309/671-3333
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STUDIES & PLANS - PHASE |

FAP Route 315 (IL 336) & FAP Route 310 (U.S. 67)
Macomb Area Study

McDonough County

Job No. P-94-152-91

Catalog No. 031483-00P

Mr. Dana Roy Walker
315 N. Madison St.
Macomb, IL 61455

Dear Mr, Walker:

Thank you for your comments from the April 28, 1999 public informational meeting at *
Edison School regarding the Macomb Bypass Study. A copy of your comments is included
with this response. In your comments you stated your preference for the “no build”
altemative. You also stated your preference to have the bypass constructed in the northeast
quadrant first. The Department’s current five-year program contains no-funding for the
construction of any portion of the Macomb Bypass. However, the Department is continuing
to study the Bypass and is expected to complete the current Phase I study in 2000. The
Department is performing a detailed study regarding such issues as impacts on property use,
noise issues, property severances, agricultural impacts, access, environmental issues, and
engineering impacts prior to determining a preferred alignment location.

Based on input from you and others since the April 28 meeting, the Department is studying
in detail an alignment shift of up to 500 feet to the west between Adams St. and CH 14.

This western alignment alternate attempts to preserve most of John Corson’s sheep
operation, which you also expressed concern about in your comments. A western shift of the
alignment completely off of John Corson's property is not desirable due to the location of
Spring Creck and heavily wooded areas to the west.

In your comments you mentioned the northwest bypass as being an indirect way of moving
east-west traffic around Macomb. In the past few vears, the Department studied three
alignment alternates east of 900E. These alignment alternates provided a more direct
connection to US 67 but were dropped because of extensive environmental impacts. The
bypass should provide a more efficient movement of through traffic as compared to the in-
town route with lower posted speeds, stop lights, train delays, and potential traffic movement
conflicts.

You also cxpressed concern about the crossing of the LaMoine River. The height and length
of the structure will provide an area for wildlife to pass undemeath undisturbed by traffic.
The Department is also studying a westward alignment shift in the area north of the river to
Adams St. to further reducc impacts to several bird habitats and a wetland just north of the
river.
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Based on pubic input since the April 28 meeting and additional detailed study, the
Department is considering eliminating the NW-3 alignment in favor of NW-2.- Asyou -
indicated in your comments, the NW=-2 alignment minimizes impacts to the wooded area
north of CH.14. This wooded area is a continuation of the woodland around Spring Lake.
The NW-2 alignment follows the edge of the wooded area and does not cause the woodland
fragmentation that occurs with NW-3, ) :

The Department will present the recommended alignment, profile, and associated impacts at
a public hearing tentatively scheduled in 2000. The public hearing will be used by the
Department to receive further public input on the refined alignment location. You noted on
your comment sheet that the time frame of 10 days for the Department to receive public
comments is too short. The Department has been accepting and will continue to accept
public comments on any aspect of the Macomb Bypass until after the finat public hearing.

Thank you for your interest in the Macomb Bypass. If you have further comments or
questions, please contact Paul Heeg at (309)671-3462.

Very truly yours,

Joseph E. Crowe
District Engineer

Acting Program Development Engineer

PHAg/sAm 2w &plns\squado\l ¢ doc

cc: Project File (P. Heeg)
Parsons Brinckerhoff (Attn: Mark Henderson)
T. Lacy

W e want your comments on the proposed Macomb Bypass.

¥ We encourage you to make your views a part of the official record.
Written comments received within 10 days of this meeting will be included in
the official record and will receive equal consideration along with the
statements received at this meeting.
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